
Nina Pisciotto
Professional Practices of Graphic Design 2019

My name is Antonina Pisciotto, but I usually go by Nina! I love Elvis 
Presley, collecting records, and hanging out with my friends. I’m 
excited to begin my journey as a professional graphic designer!



Reflections

• Job Search
• Resume
• Receiving Feedback
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• Work Logistics
• Values



Job Search

I am so nervous about the future, and I think this 
is in part because of how unqualified I feel as 
a designer. It was helpful to read about other 
people’s journeys, though I felt as if the personal 
short stories were too vague to be reassuring. 
Vague as in most of them were about taking a 
risk and it magically happening, though I know 
that there must be more to that story. The article 
You Are Not Your Job Search was a bit more 
reassuring, but also depressing to me because 
I know that story could be me one day. I don’t 
want to be out of work for six months! That  
terrifies me!
 Reading about how people got their 
first design job really surprised me because of 
how accidental most of their career-hunting 
processes seemed. It was insane to me the 
amount of people that took a risk by lying about 
their experience, and they ended up flourishing 
and doing better than anyone would expect. 
But I think the part that was not really stressed as 
much is that yes, you can lie about your fluency 
in a program, but you need to make it up on 
your own time and put in the work and effort 
to learn that thing before you get caught and 
then fall behind. So, what I learned from these 
testimonies is I can jump into something even if 
I think I’m not ready. But, I need to pick up the 
slack and prove to not only my boss, but myself 
that I can perform to my greatest capabilities. 
If I say I can do something, I better learn how 
to do it and fast. This really scares me because 
we are already talking about our future in 
graphic design and I’ve really only been doing 
it for a semester because I changed my major 
after freshman year, so I’m incredibly scared, 

doubtful, and insecure about my abilities, but I 
better be ready to take a leap of faith soon.
 The You Are Not Your Job Search article 
was more in line with how I view the job search 
to go. It was a wake-up call from the fuzzy 
“I took a chance and now I’m a billionaire” 
stories I previously read. It’s important, for me 
at least, to understand that everything won’t 
always fall into place how I want it. Sometimes 
God’s plan isn’t exactly the straight line I want 
it to follow. It’s a hard reality to face, but a 
necessary one. Sure, you can take all the risks 
you want, but sometimes you’re just straight up 
not ready. I found it interesting to learn that the 
graphic design industry is looking to hire people 
with a vision for specifically themselves in that 
company. That is definitely not something I 
would have thought of. I’ve heard before that I 
need to sell myself to the company, but I guess 
that includes specifically what I am looking to 
do in that company/ how I see myself growing 
as well.
 I am glad I read these stories, though 
they mostly just stressed me out more. I know 
now that sometimes jumping into something 
despite my feelings of unpreparedness can 
leave me with a great opportunity that will take 
a ton of work but will be worth it. I also learned 
that sometimes things don’t happen the way 
I want, and I must come to terms with that. 
Additionally, I must understand exactly what I 
am looking for in a job, how I plan on growing 
the company, and how I plan on growing within 
a company. I need to know what I want, and I 
need to go out and get it.



Resume

Something that I have come to realize about 
finding a job as an artist/ designer is that our 
application process is completely different from 
every other major’s. Our resumes, cover letters, 
portfolios, and everything else we give to our 
(hopefully) future employers need to be meticu-
lously designed, individually created, and com-
pletely engaging in order to truly win over their 
attention.
 The Flaunt reading opened up my eyes 
to portfolio possibilities I never even knew exist-
ed. Everything from the packaging, typeface, 
materials, and the way the paper folded was 
carefully planned and predetermined. The 
designers weren’t just giving information, they 
were making an experience out of it. This is both 
extremely exciting and scary. Exciting because 
it’s the one thing I have control over after 
school. I get to design this portfolio how I want 
to using everything I’ve learned over the last 4 
years. Yet it’s also extremely terrifying because 
there is so much pressure riding on that one pre-
sentation of my work that will either convince 
someone why I should have that job or not. I en-
joyed looking through all of the different designs 
and while I was overwhelmed by the complex 
packaging and almost impossibly perfect 

layouts, I know that I don’t need to do it how 
everyone else does it, I need to think about how 
to present MY work the best way that I can. And 
just because I don’t print it on the inside of a 
trench coat, doesn’t mean it’s a bad design.
 When I was reading Why I Didn’t Even 
Read your Resume there was one quote that 
really stood out to me which was, “Nobody hires 
for fun. They hire because they need some-
one bad enough that they’re willing to shovel 
through goat shit to find them. Believe me: I 
want you to succeed.
Finding a good cover letter is a moment of joy 
for me. […] it’s also — I hope — the first tiny kernel 
of a long and productive working relationship.” 
This really stood out to me because I never 
thought about how the hiring committee shuf-
fling through resumes just want to find someone 
to do the job. That’s why they want everything 
to be presented clear, they want you to specifi-
cally speak on the job description, and actually 
show passion from that specific company–be 
personal. This is pretty common sense stuff, but 
it’s really important and cuts straight through 
the BS. Then the portfolio can be the fun part!



Receiving Feedback

I remember one of the first things Professor 
Colpitts taught us in Design I was to not 
marry our work. We all laughed, but it really 
is extremely accurate advice for designers 
because 100% of the time in critiques, there 
is more to improve on and more problems 
to solve. It is important that we learn to take 
criticism well and move on with the information 
we receive.
 The first point that really resonated with 
me as a design student was the part where 
the student mentioned how even when they 
follow their teacher’s advice, they still hate the 
work. This happens in literally all of my critiques 
in Graphic Design I. I receive a suggestion from 
my professor, I do exactly what she says, and 
the next time we come into class she hates it. 
Through this process I have come to realize that 
it takes a lot of failure to get to the solution. All 
my professor wanted was for me to expand my 

ideas and try things I had not thought of before. 
It can get really annoying and repetitive, but 
what I learned is that I just need to be open to 
changing and open to it not working out.
 The real world point that Juliette Cezzar 
made about listening to the client and giving 
them exactly what they suggest was very 
interesting to me because I feel that this would 
frustrate me greatly. But I liked her way of 
thinking about taking their suggestions and 
going above what they ask for. It’s really about 
building on what they say and putting your own 
spin on it, because we are the designers after 
all.
 I really did learn a lot through this article. 
I need to be more open minded to what my 
critiques are, try things out, not get frustrated, 
and keep pushing my designs past the 
suggestions I get.



Ethics

The idea of ethics is not new to me ever since 
that story that broke out about the Christian 
baker who refused to make a cake for a gay 
wedding. Since then I’ve always thought what 
I would do in that situation as the Christian 
baker, but I never thought about what I what 
do in a similar situation as a Christian designer. 
Though these articles were mostly written from 
a different viewpoint as me, there were a lot 
of really great things to consider as a learning 
designer.
 In A Designer’s Code of Ethics I admired 
how Mike Monteiro began this article displaying 
how we, and everyone else, above all, are 
humans. I feel like a lot of people, me included, 
forget this. In today’s day and age we tend 
to see someone’s political views before we 
see them as a real feeling, living human. 
Because we don’t think of people as actual 
people, we tend to lose sight of the way we 
treat others. I also enjoyed the part from this 
article on knowing the audience. I agree 
that it is important for people to represent 
their audience well by including them in the 
process of design. I feel like this is improving, 
for example, more women are designing for 
women and I think it’s very important that this 

shift is happening in our culture.
 In Ethics and Paying Rent I found this 
article to be rather scary because I know that 
there is a slippery slope once you allow yourself 
to do one small thing it can snowball. I thought 
it was interesting when Monteiro said: “Don’t 
ask how you’re going to pay your rent working 
ethically. Ask why you’re open to behaving 
unethically in the first place.” It’s a really valid 
thing to think about and something different I 
never thought of before. If it’s purely for money, 
odds are I shouldn’t be taking that job. I want 
to enjoy what I do, not feel like it’s something I 
need to do, though that is a big factor.
 Ethics Can’t be a Side Hustle had an 
interesting perspective when it talked about 
how if a mechanic told you that you needed 
something that works fine to be fixed that would 
be unethical. I know that actually happens 
frequently and how annoying it can be to 
be dependent on untrustworthy people. This 
is motivating to me because I want to be a 
designer that people can depend on for good, 
honest work. I can’t control what people do 
with my work that I put out, but I can control 
what I create.



Work Logistics

I really resonated with this article when Ross 
Floate mentioned in No, But Really, How Much 
Should I Charge for My Work? the awkward 
subject of asking for money. I find that even in 
my own life I hate asking for money so much 
that I even don’t clock in when I work for extra 
hours on projects as a gallery assistant. For some 
reason I feel guilty being paid for my work, 
regardless of how easy or hard the job is.
 But something that Professor Culshaw 
said on this matter has always stuck with me, 
that I am being trained professionally to do a 
job and learn how to do it well. I am being paid 
because I have an education and knowledge 
in the field that the client or hiring person does 
not have. I shouldn’t feel bad about trying to 
make a living.
 I like the way Floate went through the 
process of finding out how much money is 

required to just make ends meet. It also helped 
that when calculating hours, he considered 
in the fact that we get distracted and tend to 
take breaks scrolling through social media or 
just drifting off into space because that’s just our 
nature as humans. I often find it hard to focus 
on one thing for extended periods of time, and 
it was a good reminder to factor this in when 
calculating how much I should be charging.
 This article was very helpful for me 
because now I know how to break down 
hours and what to factor in when I’m making 
my calculations. I hope that I will be able to 
someday get ahold of all of the details on the 
process of charging so I can eventually do 
freelance work.



Values

Faith Faith is the biggest part of my life. 
Although, sometimes it doesn’t get enough 
attention, or rather, the attention it deserves. 
Since I was little I knew who Jesus was and 
accepted him into my heart at a very young 
age. I am incredibly lucky to have started 
my walk so young because it has helped 
guide a lot of important decisions in my life. 
My relationship with God is very personal and 
deep, and it’s changed so much since starting 
college. I don’t know where I would be without 
my faith but I know I probably wouldn’t be at 
Judson. I value my faith because although it in 
itself is not constant, I have a faith in a God that 
is constant and unchanging. Through all of my 
struggles and heartbreaks it’s so clear to me 
that God is present and he has a plan. Trusting 
in his plan is the only thing I have most days and 
I know one day his plan will lead me home.
 Friendship A huge part of my life has 
been my relationships with other people. I grew 
up going to a summer camp and spending 
weeks and months away from my parents, and 
it was at these camps where I learned what 
true friendship looks like and how amazing it 
can be. Having a best friend who knows me 
inside and out is extremely important for me 
because it is so good to know I have someone 
who is always there for me to listen to me, go 
out shopping with me, and give me advice. 
Friendship is so incredibly important and 
spending time with people gives me a lot of 
joy. I often find myself sacrificing some of my 
work to make these connections and spend 
time with people because I find more worth 
in building those relationships with real human 
people than secluding myself to always work 
hard on homework. This isn’t to say that I don’t 
care about my schoolwork, I just feel like there is 

a balance I need to have in my life where I can 
be with people that I love and also do a job 
that I like. At the end of my life, I’d like people to 
talk about my impact on them as a human who 
cared about them and made them laugh who 
was also a cool designer.
 Humor My dad and I are very similar. 
We’re sarcastic and funny and sometimes we 
go too far. But my relationship with my dad is 
really special to me. Every time I come home 
for the weekend or a break and my dad and 
I hangout we crack a lot of jokes and make 
each other laugh so much that we started 
calling ourselves “The Ol’ Comedy Team.” I 
think my humor is such a huge part of my life 
because of my dad. I grew up watching alot 
of comedians like Jim Gaffigan, Brian Regan, 
Jerry Seinfeld, and John Mulaney and I just find 
so much worth in making people laugh. I think 
because I was kind of insecure growing up I 
thought I had nothing really going for me so I 
learned how to be funny. I remember always 
making friends when I was little because I said 
something funny in class or would make a lot 
of witty comments. This was how I related to 
people and it’s sort of just become who I am 
now. There was a period in my life however 
where my humor was just really mean and 
offensive, but I’m better now and try to be 
more conscious of the things I say because I 
know some people just don’t think the way I 
do. Anyway, I believe humor can bring people 
together, and my closest friends are some of 
the funniest people I know. Having one of those 
laughs where I can’t breathe and my stomach 
hurts is one of the best feelings in the world. 
Humor is just another way I make connections 
with people.



Worksheets

• Career goals & plans
• Careers List
• Cover Letter
• Resume
• Budgeting
• Job Shadows






































