
Finding a Job

Finding a job is an intimidating task for anyone, but we all need to start somewhere. We need to keep in mind 
that if we do not get the first job we apply for it is not the end of the world. In the beginning we will not be per-
fect because design is a learning process and it is always changing. 

After reading the article How did you get your first design job?, I realized I need to be more willing to take risks. 
Job opportunities are not just going to pop out of thin air. They take time and effort. Find what you love to do 
and go after it no matter what it takes. You definitely will have to get out of your comfort zone to get your name 
out there and explore all the possibilities. One person said, “Being qualified means being the person who can get 
something done. Even if you have to learn as you go.” You may be a great designer, but if you cannot finish what 
you start employers will not be able to rely on you to get the job done. Another thing I learned from the reading 
is to say, “Yes!”. Every opportunity is a learning experience, and you don’t know where it could take you.

Getting advise from people who have gone through tough experiences is very helpful. The second article was 
very eye opening. For the author it seemed like all the interviews were going great he was doing everything right. 
I did not realize an interviewing process could be like he described. He thought every thing had gone well and 
that he would get the job he interviewed for, but in the end he never received a job offer. He realized that things 
like that are not unusual. An experience like that can definitely tear down your self confidence, but we need to 
remember to not be afraid of failure. Failure can help you grow as a person and become stronger. These articles 
helped me and it is good to know what can happen in searching for a job because if it does happen it won’t be 
such shock. I should read more articles like these so I can learn from other people’s experiences.



Work Logistics

Before starting a project, it is important to know what exactly you are getting into. “Biting Off More Than You 
Can Chew” shows the importance of a written design brief or contract. Asking questions will lead you to know 
what the client needs. There are no dumb questions and asking them shows your client you are thinking about all 
aspects of the project. If you are in a situation where you cannot finish a job, honesty is definitely the best policy. 
I agree with the author that walking away is not an option. 

“No, but really, how much should I charge for my work?” was very informative about the subject of billing 
clients. It is a question that has been on my mind for awhile now. Knowing what to charge and the value of a 
project comes with experience, but I am glad organizations like AIGA has come up with guidelines to make the 
process easier.

The fact that we need money to live will encourage us to actually find out how much we need to make to live 
comfortably. The article gave a good breakdown of how to calculate the number of billable hours in a year and it 
is crazy how quickly the number of hours decreases. 

One thing we need to understand is that our time is valuable, and we are becoming skilled to tackle design prob-
lems. The time we put into our work is also valuable, and we should not be afraid to charge for our work.



iGen in the Workplace

I thought that the article The Coddling of the American Mind posed some good questions to think about. Our 
generation today is so caught up in what other people think of them and social media plays a big part in that. I 
always wondered why this generation experiences so much more anxiety and depression and how can we change 
that. The goal is a change in mindset to stop overthinking, overgeneralizing and assuming the negative. 

After reading Gen Z vs. Millennials I related a lot to the description of the GenZers. I find myself easily distract-
ed in open office environments and I like having my own space where I can concentrate. I realize that we will be 
working with people of all ages in life and the article was very informative on how to work together and compro-
mise.

I feel like has created an illusion of being more connected. It is unsettling that screens, social media, and texting 
is more likely to make you feel unhappy or depressed. A study of a group of adults showed that giving up Face-
book led to people being happier, less lonely, and less depressed. The study of iGen is interesting and very helpful 
to know about.



Directions

List of Careers

Internship Practicum Career List of 50

There are many directions you can go after 
graduation. Fill in EVERY SLOT of possible 
careers you can have with a design degree. 

Some may be obvious, but others may 
be less apparent. You may work on your 
own, or as a group.

Graphic Designer
Web Developer
Product Designer
Art Therapist
Photographer
Art Director
UI Designer
Photo Editor
Multimedia Artist
Freelancer
Professor
Art Teacher
Set Designer
Printmaker
Illustrator
Production Designer
Creative Director
Advertising Art Designer
Typographer
Exhibition Designer
Interior Designer
Layout Artist
Fashion Designer
Industrial Designer
Jewlery Designer

Painter
Cartographer
Graphic Novelist
Medical Illusrator
Videographer
Brand Identity Designer
Muralist
Fine Artist
Art Administrator
Art Historian
Preservation Designer
Sculptor
Accessory Designer
Shoe Designer
Textile Designer
Logo Designer
Email Marketing
Imagineer
Poster Designer
Cinematographer
Tattoo Artist
Storyboarder
Motion Graphic Artist
Lighting Designer
Retail Store Designer
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Mendota IL. 61342
815. 414. 8339
mbjoy410@gmail.com

MICAH J. BRANDT

February 9. 2019

Ms. Lisa Avery
MCS Advertising
4110 Progress Blvd Suite 2A 
Peru. IL 61354
815. 224. 3011

MICAH J. BRANDT

Dear Ms. Avery,

When I discovered the Graphic Design internship with MCS Advertising, I was excited to find an opportunity 
to help other businesses stand out and be noticed. I heard about this position from Kayley Nix, your business 
development representative. I am eager to gain experience in graphic design and help local businesses 
thrive. 

I am excited for the chance to contribute to your organization and engage with other designers. As described 
in the internship description, I would enjoy developing projects from concept to production, work on creative 
team, and produce solid creative work that meets your objective. I am highly organized and detail oriented 
and am capable of multi-tasking and meeting deadlines. I hope to be able to use my talents to benefit MCS 
Advertising.

As I prepare for a design career, I am intent to gain a more detailed understanding of the field by working 
with an experienced team. Thank you for your time and consideration. I look forward to hearing from you 
soon. 

Sincerely,

Micah J. Brandt
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Mendota IL. 61342
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MICAH J. BRANDT

Allegion-LCN,  Princeton IL–Heat Tester
JUNE 2018–AUGUST 2018 (Temporary)
Tested cylinders for leaks.
Prepared the door closers for powder coat.   

Mendota Companion Animal Centre,  Mendota IL–Kennels
AUGUST 2014–JULY 2017
Provided pet care for boarding and surgery patients.
Cleaned the building and kennels.

Assisted the veterinarian technicians and doctors when needed.   

Judson University, Elgin IL
AUGUST 2017–PRESENT
Majoring in Graphic Design.

GPA 3.75

Northern Illinois School of Christian Excellence, Mendota IL
AUGUST 2013–MAY 2017
GPA 4.0

Academic High Honor Roll: 2013–2017 and Highest GPA.

Judson University Dean’s List: 2017–2018

Photoshop

Illustrator 

InDesign

Photography
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Monthly Budget

Directions

Monthly Budget

Internship Practicum

Your assignment is to create actual 
budgets based on actual places, mileage 
and cost of living.

You must fill out sheets for two different job 
scenarios in two different geographic locations.

Don’t just “make it up”. 
Google local cost of living expense estimates. 
Use the AIGA salary calculator to determine 
your estimated income. http://designsalaries.
aiga.org/ 

Estimated Income
Position

Size of Organization

Location

Type of Organization

Client Base

TOTAL COMPENSATION

Scenario 1

Place of Work, Name and City

County/State Sales Tax

Mode of Transportation

How old is your vehicle

Place of Residence, City and Apt. Name

Miles Between Work and Residence

If Vehicle, what is the mpg

Estimated Gross Monthly Income

Tithe (10%)

Federal Income Tax (https://smartasset.com/
taxes/income-taxes)

Monthly Social Security (6.25%)

Medicare Tax (1.5%)

State Income Tax (3.75% in IL)

Estimated Net Monthly Income

Junior Graphic Designer

10-12 people

Chicago, IL 40,000 per year

Branding and Design Agency

Diverse and nationwide

730 N Franklin St #500, Chicago, IL 60654

Chicago, IL 10.25%

Car

15 Years

$3,322

22 mpg

400 E Randolph St, Chicago, IL 60601 

1.9 miles

$3,500/month $218.75

$52.50

$131.21

$2,491.00

$277.54




